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Der Ring and even Germania touched only a tiny section of
the population. Papen, vain as he was, believed therefore
that it was his duty by means of this confession to see to it
that the whole population knew him and valued him on
account of it.
How unknown Papen really was at that time is indicated
by the following little episode. At the beginning of 1932
a book about Herr von Papen was offered to the largest
publishing house in Berlin. The publishers, who pretty
well carried a complete reference book of the leading
German personalities about with them in their heads,
first asked who he was. They looked up various reference
books and lists, until finally they came upon the name they
were looking for in the list of Prussian deputies. Where-
upon they declared that Herr von Papen was far too
unimportant and unknown for them to publish a book
about him. This was, to repeat, at the beginning of 1932.
In the interim the world has had ample opportunity of
getting to know his name, and I myself had no trouble at
all in making clear to my English publisher who Herr
von Papen is.
When one reads the above statements of Herr von Papen
one may easily get the impression that he has a wealth of
ideas and that his convictions are Deeply grounded. It has
already been mentioned in the introduction that it is seldom
if ever that these articles and speeches of his are composed
by him. He had a number of assistants and secretaries
who existed merely with the object of working at short
sketches, articles and speeches for him. At the time of
which we have been speaking he relied principally on the
excellent pen and the wide knowledge of one of his best
friends in the Catholic camp. This was the privy-councillor
Dr. Erich Klausener, the leader of the Catholic Action, who
supplied him with material. Later Klausener had to pay
with his life for this work for Papen, and so did the very
gifted Dr. Edgar Jung, who likewise belonged to the Catholic
Action. Papen could manage to buy for himself opinions,